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TURKEY. 

Report on the supposed case of plague in Smyrna. 

[Report No. 194.] 

Constantinople, June 15, 1898. 

The sanitary news from Smyrna concerning the suspected plague case 
which occurred at the lazaretto of Clazomene is not as appalling as we 
could have expected. On the 9th instant, a telegram announced that 
the parotid bubo was less swollen, as well as the maxillary ganglions, 
though they were sensitive. The inguinal bubo was less swollen and not 
sensitive. In spite of the amelioration of these symptoms, the patient 
was in a worse condition. She was prostrated, her pulse was thready, 
and the tongue dry. The inspector-general of the sanitary service, Dr. 
Oozzonis, who had been ordered to go to Smyrna, wired on the 10th 
instant that on his visiting the patient the bubos had nearly disap- 
peared. She had light fever (37.5 0.), 92 pulsations, tongue red, dry, and 
large, skin yellowish, dry, not spotted, diarrhea dating forty-two days 
previously. The patient had incontinence of urine, and as a conse- 
quence it is impossible to have it analyzed. Her liver was slightly 
enlarged, at the same time she was suffering from chronic bronchitis. 

The above-mentioned sanitary inspector made the diagnosis of chronic 
gastroenteric catarrh. Two days after, on the 13th, the patient died. 
Dr. Mcol, one of the late Pasteur's scholars, has made a microscopic 
examination, in consequence of which we received the following tele- 
gram : ' ' Examen microscopique bacteriologique negatif confirme mon diagnos- 
tique'clinigue. (Signed) Cozzonis." As a consequence, it was ordered 
to give pratique to the pilgrims after they have undergone five days' 
quarantine. According to a report written by the sanitary physician 
of Smyrna, dated the 8th instant, the condition of the patient, in spite 
of her old age (she was 85 years old), was rather satisfactory ; intelli- 
gence was clear, the evacuations were blackish, and the existence of the 
parotid bubo dated only three days previously and it was very sensitive. 
The inguinal bubo was not larger than a small almond. It is stated she 
was suffering since the Arafat day — that is to say, the 2d day of Bayram. 

It is to be hoped that the above mentioned case was not a plague 
case. We must agree with the opinion of the sanitary physicians who 
have examined the patient as well as the bacteriological examinations 
of Dr. Mcol. But the existence of the bubos on a pilgrim coming 
from Djiddah, where several plague cases and plague deaths occurred, 
obliges me not to be very sure that it was not a light case of plague. 
According to the official statement, the last plague case occurred in 
Djiddah the 16th of May, but, according to the Bussian consul of the 
latter town, plague cases were occurring many days after that date. 

I must not omit to state that I have seen many plague cases of which 
many (nearly 90 per cent) proved fatal during the epidemics of plague 
in Mesopotamia in 1875 and 1876. I saw there some plague cases, the 
symptoms of which were very slight enlargement of one of the lymphatic 
ganglions with a very light fever or without any fever at all. 

Complaints are made to the Ottoman Government that many pilgrims 
(several hundred) are thronged in Yambo, there awaiting the arrival of 
steamships in order to embark. Yambo is a seashore city where there 
is no water to drink. It is easy to fancy the sanitary condition of the 
poor pilgrims. 

In Constantinople public health is rather good. Prom the 7th to the 
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12th of June 173 deaths have been registered. Of these 1 was from 
scarlet fever, 5 from measles, 4 from diphtheria, 1 from smallpox, and 
5 from typhoid fever. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Australia — New South Wales — Sydney.— Month of April, 1898. Esti- 
mated population, 417,250. Total number of deaths, 434, including 
diphtheria, 12; enteric fever, 10; measles, 3, and scarlet fever, 3. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended June 17, 1898. Estimated popula 
tion, 15,013. Total number of deaths, 1. 

Chile — Antofogasta. — Month of May, 1898. Estimated population, 
14,000. Total number of deaths, 46, including 2 from phthisis pul- 
monalis. 

France — Rouen. — Month of May, 1898. Estimated population, 
112,657. Total number of deaths, 250, including enteric fever, 1 ; mea- 
sles, 1 ; whooping cough, 1, and 53 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended June 18 
correspond to an annual rate of 14. 7 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 11,218,378. The highest rate was recorded 
in New Castle on Tyne, viz, 22.2, and the lowest in Cardiff, viz, 8.5. 

London. — One thousand one hundred and ninety-three deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles, 50 ; scarlet fever, 10 ; 
diphtheria, 26; whooping cough, 44; enteric fever, 4, and diarrhea 
and dysentery, 12. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 13.8 a thousand. In greater London 1,550 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 12.6 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 11 from measles, 
10 from diphtheria, 3 from scarlet fever, and 11 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended June 18 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 19.6 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Portadown, viz, 0.0, and the highest in Newtown- 
ards, viz, 45.4 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 147 deaths were 
registered, including enteric fever, 4, and whooping cough, 1. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended June 18 correspond to an annual rate of 20.2 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,568,536. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Paisley, viz, 17.2, and the highest in Perth, viz, 27.2 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 609, including measles, 32 ; scarlet fever, 8, and whooping cough, 22. 



